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HUNTINGTON CITY COUNCIL BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING 
May 27, 2015 

 

 
Huntington City Council met in a budget workshop meeting on May 27, 2015 at the city office 
building located at 20 South Main Street.  Meeting started at 5:30 p.m., with Mayor Hilary 
Gordon presiding. 
 
Mayor:       Hilary Gordon 
Recorder:   Jenene Hansen 
Treasurer:  Ronni Torre 
 
Roll Call:  Gloria Wilson, Jerry Livingston, Laneea Cowley, Mark Justice (absent), 
 Julie Jones (arrived at 5:40 p.m.) 
 
Hilary:  The reason we didn’t have the financial meeting before was my choice.  I felt like our 
budget hadn’t changed a whole lot and with Ronni being gone and lot’s other meetings we 
didn’t need this.  When we called these meetings in the past it was because I wanted the 
council to be informed and be on the same page that I was on and see the same things that I 
was seeing.  So they wouldn’t think that we as the administrative in the office here were saying 
you can’t have this because of this.  I wanted everyone to be on the same page and see the 
same numbers. At the last City Council meeting Mark Justice requested that we have this 
meeting so we will go ahead.  I will turn the time over to Ronni to explain things. 
Ronni:  You all have a copy, this is what the 2014-2015 final budget will be when we open and 
adjust the old budget; it should be the final revision.  The only thing that might change is the 
expense will go up on BC road funds because of the UDOT sidewalk job and on the street capital 
project because of the sidewalk job on Main Street.  I don’t have the figures for that so I can’t 
estimate it.  Mark said that he would make sure they would tell us so I can put the final figures 
in before our June meeting.  If anything else changes before we go into Council I will tell 
everyone that.  This is the proposed fiscal 2016 year budget.  One of the things that everybody 
needs to know is the only thing I can do is suggest, I have no say over anything, it’s all on the 
council.  If you as the council want to add to something you all need to tell me where we are 
going to cut something else.  Right now as it is, using the estimated revenue and expenses we 
are $21,107.00 short.  Laneea:  Are these the same numbers that you gave us at council?  
Ronni: No, this is revised, this has up to date actuals.  I also had to change a few things. I 
bumped up Youth City Council $750.00, the B & C Road funds is really low because I don’t know 
what is going to happen next year.  Gloria:  Will you find that out tomorrow Hilary?  Hilary: Yes 
I’m hoping I will find out, it is on the COG Agenda, I will share whatever I find out.  Gloria:  Why 
are the town hall fees more?  Why are we putting more into that?  Ronni:  That’s revenue that 
you are looking at. Laneea:  On the state liquor allotment is that the revenue that we are giving 
back?  Ronni:  The state liquor allotment is the same figures as last year because I don’t have 
the new ones.  That’s what we give to the sheriff.  Laneea:  But there is a way that we can keep 
that in the City?  Hilary:  Yes there is.  Ronni: The liquor allotment plan has already been 
submitted and approved for FY2016, it will be given to ECSO for them to use.  Last year I sent 
the information to you and Julie but nothing was turned is so it went to the Sherriff’s 
department.  I didn’t hear anything from either of you for this next fiscal year so the plan was 
submitted to give to the Sherriff’s office again.  Jerry:  On parks, Equipment operating supplies, 
is that lawn mowers and stuff?   Ronni:   Its gas and anything that has to do with parks expense.  
We can use the secondary fund for sprinkler repairs.  Laneea:  Explain to me why the 
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Easter/other revenue goes back into revenue and then we can’t use that money again.  When 
she uses the turkey trot which is other and then she gets money back which is $200.00 and it 
goes into this revenue account it doesn’t go back into the Easter/other account so that I can use 
it for Easter . Gloria:  I understood that you gave me $200.00 in the cash box to use.   Ronni: 
The cash box goes back into expense but the money that you make from it has to go into a 
revenue account we cannot put the revenue back into the expense account like we were doing 
before. Jerry:  When the youth City Council has a fund raiser and they make money what 
happens to that?  Ronni:  It goes into their checking account at Zions Bank. Gloria: They are 
separate aren’t they? Ronni:  The auditors didn’t want me to put it into its own account but I 
wanted to put it in its own account so that it is easier to see.  Jerry:  So it goes into their 
account so they can use it as they want and they also get $750.00.  Ronni:  Yes.  Laneea:  Last 
year the Youth City Council received $1000.00 this year she is proposing $750.00 that means we 
can only go to our training in January. That’s why when she put it down to $500.00 I was 
frustrated. I feel strongly that the youth city council needs to have experiences and be trained 
just like we help with other training.  The money that the YCC earns from fund raisers I feel that 
is their money and they as a mayor and co mayor and a council they have decided what they 
want to use that money on.  Currently after so many service hours they are using it to go to 
lagoon and they are saving money over several years to go to a conference in California or 
Washington DC but if that is the money they have to use yearly then that is never going to 
happen.  Gloria:  How much money did you make off of the rodeo last year?  Laneea:  
$1700.00; Hilary:  There is the opportunity to do that again in the end of June.  There are all 
different ways to look at this.  I know that you are passionate in what you do with your Youth 
and each council member is passionate in their different areas and everyone has had to scale 
back.  Right now the Youth might have to choose to use the fund raiser money to go to these 
things.  Laneea:  I have compared different city councils in our area and going to the legislature 
does not come out of their budget it comes out of their admin budget so I feel, in comparing to 
other cities that we should get more. Youth City council has spent over 250 hours donating 
their time in Huntington City.  Julie: I know what Laneea is talking about because I’ve been with 
Youth Council and they need treats and things to keep them motivated. If the youth are 
interested in City Government we will have more running for council in the future.  Jerry:  We 
need to see where we can take money from.  What about Heritage Days?  Ronni: Let me know 
where you want to take it out of we are still $21,000.00 in the hole, Heritage only gets 
$25,000.00 Jerry:  What does the $35,000.00 mean, has it been the same for quite a while?  
Ronni:  Any money that we get from booth rentals, donations has to be ran through Heritage.  
Julie: Do we get $10,000.00 in donations, or is that just what we project?  Ronni: No. Gloria:  
What did we make last year, were we in the hole? Hilary: We were in the hole. Ronni: We 
usually break even.  Jerry:  The rodeo always goes in the hole doesn’t it?  Ronni:  All of that 
comes out of the $25,000.00 that the City budgets towards Heritage.  Julie:  What are the 
council’s special projects is that Christmas dinner?  Ronni:  No the $500.00 is for Eagle Scouts.  
Laneea:  I’m questioning Admin, it says travel conferences and training and that’s going up 
almost 50%?  Ronni:  No it’s been budgeted $5000.00 it has been revised because I didn’t go to 
my trainings and Jenene got grants.  Laneea:  It says $2,700.00 is the revision, the actual spent 
was $2,578.00 but proposing for next year is $5000.00?  Hilary:  Because next year Ronni will 
probably go and Jenene probably won’t get another scholarship, it’s projected that they will 
have to pay next year.  Julie:  Is elections $1000.00? Ronni:  No. Gloria: Is the $1000.00 for cell 
phones?  Ronni:  The $1000.00 for phones is the office and the internet.  The cell phones get 
divided up between all the departments.  Jerry:  You have $600.00 for Johnny Junker?  How 
much do you get for that?  Ronni:  When metal was high the guy from Basin Industries was 
going to give us $75.00 per car and in turn we could give $100.00 and it would only cost us 
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$25.00, now that scrap metal has gone down he said he would give us $50.00 per car.  Laneea: 
On page three Planning & Zoning on contract labor, is this the book?  We actually spent 
$150.00 and this year we are proposing $2500.00 for next year?  Ronni:  No, it’s not for the 
book; if they have meetings we have to have money to pay them.  Gloria:  Have they not been 
having meetings?  Hilary:  No, they haven’t had a lot going on so they cancel them.  Laneea:  
Are we in the same boat with the Fire station travel conferences and training, they didn’t go 
this year so that’s why it went up from $2500.00 to $5000.00?  Ronni:  Pete had asked to keep 
it at $5000.0 so he could take more people to the winter fire school.  But there was only three 
or four that went this year. Laneea:  Is that somewhere we could take something?  Ronni:  You 
don’t think the fire department needs to be trained?  Julie:  They do but they don’t go.  Ronni:  
We could take it down to $2500.00.  Julie:  I’m not sure she needs $2500.00.  Laneea:  I’m not 
saying for me, I’m saying for anything.  I’m just going through the list.  Jerry:  Where is the 
donation list?  Ronni:  It’s under parks.  Jerry:  Are we giving more than we did last year?  Julie:  
We added boy’s state and Jr, Spartan baseball.  Gloria:  Why aren’t the fire fighters going to 
training, don’t they have to be certified?  Ronni:  I don’t know why they aren’t going to training.  
Maybe it’s that they can’t get off work because the trainings are during the week.  Laneea:  
What is rodeo salaries, is that the guys?  Ronni:  No, that is Brent’s salary he gets paid every 
June. Laneea: The beautification incentive program is main street right?  Ronni:  Right.  Julie: 
$1000.00 is for the signage that’s what the County has on record. Ronni: Do you want that 
changed to $1000.00, we haven’t had anyone come in and ask for anything.  Gloria:   Do we 
normally spend $6500.00 on fireworks?  Jerry:  It use to be $5000.00 but maybe it’s gone up.  
Ronni:  We took it up to $6000.00 and then when we started doing the kid things we had to 
increase it.  Laneea:  Now that we are spending more on Fireworks we are going to have to take 
it out of Easter.  The other cities spent more than us on Easter.   Ronni:  The only money 
brought in from Easter and the turkey trot was $463.00. Laneea:  That was including my 
donations. Gloria:  Salaries and wages, is that what Scott gets?  Ronni:  It’s a percentage of it; 
his main wages comes out of cemetery.  Julie:  How can you take sprinklers out of Secondary 
when it is $9000.00 in the hole?  Ronni: The secondary fund and the Utility fund do not have to 
balance to zero.  The reason we are $9000.00 in the hole is because we bought $42,000.00 in 
water shares this year. Laneea:  I was thinking that was coming out of the utility fund.  Ronni:  
Secondary is a utility fund.  Laneea:  Last year we were $10,000.00 in the hole and this year we 
are thinking we are going to be $22,000.00 plus. 
Ronni:  You are looking at actuals and on the revision I still have to keep it up because I have 
another Month in a half.  Laneea:  Do we know what special service district is doing, is this 
going up?  Hilary:  They did have a meeting but they didn’t end up doing anything.  Gloria:  You 
say we are -21,107.00 and last year we ended up at $94,129.00 in the difference.  Does that 
cover that?  This -$22,000.00 makes me a little nervous.  Ronni:  We still have another month of 
expenses to get.  Laneea:  Operating expenses under water operations we revised it to 
$3000.00 and were thinking it is going to be at $8000.00 next year, why is that so high?  Ronni:  
I always budget for that much that is for office supplies and this year I have to order water bills.  
It is basically budgeted but you don’t spend it. The computers are in admin in the general fund.  
I also have it in capital projects because I don’t know if I can use it from Capital projects if we 
include with the city building.  The capital projects I budgeted $15,000.00 in admin, I have 
budgeted $11,000.00 for the last four years.  Julie:  I have a question on planning & zoning 
benefits, is that Gary’s wage.  Ronni:  It is Gary and Jenene, any taxes paid by the city are listed 
as a benefit.  Laneea:  If I look at what you gave us at council then all of these administrations 
are over budget for the original budget but now we are opening the budget to make it balance.  
Ronni:  That is why we are opening the budget to make this final one.  We have more money 
coming in.  Hilary:  The hard thing about doing the budget for City and Government is that you 
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are spending money that you don’t have. Julie:  On Perpetual care, can’t Jerry use some of that 
money for markers.  If I remember right it is permanent structure, it can’t be used for sod or 
sprinklers but it can be used for fences or things like that.  Ronni:  Yes, if you want to do that we 
need to budget for it I don’t have anything budgeted for perpetual care.  Julie:  I would suggest 
putting a fence at the cemetery up by the shed to prevent people from driving up on the lawn. 
Julie:  I want to know if any of the employees pay for any part of their benefits.  Is that just 
taxes or is it insurance?  Ronni:  Its taxes, insurance and part of retirement for employees.  
Julie:  So planning and zoning benefits is just taxes?  Ronni: No, a percentage of Jenene’s salary 
is paid through planning and zoning and because the amount of Gary’s salary, it qualifies him 
for retirement.  Hilary:  The budget this year does not include a raise for any of the employees, I 
wish it did but there isn’t enough to do it.  Julie:  On the old one there were highway 
employees? Ronni:  Its streets.  Laneea:  Which ones have to be to zero?  Ronni:  Everything 
except for secondary and utility.  Laneea:  Did we budget anything for capital projects?  Ronni:  
Yes, in streets and admin.  Julie:  How are we paying for the veterans’ and miners names on the 
wall?  Ronni:  We are going to do a little more adjusting.  Hilary:  We invite all of you to take 
your papers and look at them and bring your questions to Ronni or myself and we will have the 
finalized budget in June.  Ronni:  Look how much I have cut down on sales tax; I don’t have the 
property tax figures yet and I also cut down on franchise taxes because we don’t know what is 
going to happen.  Laneea:  Are there any grants that we are going to go for this year?  Julie:  
There is still a trail grant but you would have to decide what you are going to do about the trail 
and CDBG, I don’t know how to work that.  He says it’s not going to go to low income but in five 
counties if it’s low income they want, its low income they will get.  Laneea:  Can you e-mail me 
the state liquor allotment?  I would like to keep that money in the city.   
 
UPON PROPER MOTION AND FULL APPROVAL OF THE CITY COUNCIL THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED 
AT 6:45 P.M. 
 
 
 
         
        Jenene Hansen 
        Huntington City Recorder 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


